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Daily Life In Ancient Egypt Quiz
1. The Ancient Egyptians hunted ducks in marshes using:

a)  HAND GRENADES 
b)  SLING SHOTS
c)  THROW STICKS

2. A husband and wife relax playing a board game called:

a)  PANTHERS
b)  SENET
c)  MONOPOLY

3. The favourite colour for eye makeup among Egyptians was:

A)  Black and green
B)  Black and red
C)  Black and blue

4. In ancient Egypt, girls wore their hair loose or in braids 
while boys had shaved heads and _______.

a) Mohawks
b) Sidelocks
C)    Dreadlocks



The ancient Egyptians were obsessed with immorality.  Their 
over-riding concern was assuring a comfortable afterlife for their 
rulers, who were considered gods.

Colossal architecture (such as the Pyramids) and Egyptian art (such 
as paintings and sculptures) existed to ensure that the Pharaoh 
(King) had a good afterlife.

The Ancient Egyptians established the essentials of a major 
civilization: literature, medical science, and mathematics.

Not only did they develop an impressive culture, but while 
elsewhere lesser civilizations rose and fell, Egypt sustained the 
world’s first large scale and unified state for 3,000 years.

Ancient Egyptian Culture



Architecture
The Great Pyramids mark a revolution in architecture.  The 
pyramids were built as tombs for the pharaohs (Egyptian 
Kings) to make sure they would have eternal life.  The 
pyramids also stored their belongings for the afterlife.

Pyramid Mastaba



The inner design of 
the pyramid included 

two burial chambers (1 
& 2), which were left 

incomplete.  The final 
chamber (3) was 

reached through the 
grand gallery (4) and 
was ventilated by two 
narrow air shafts (5 & 

6).  After the 
Ascending Corridor (7) 
was sealed from within 

by stone plugs, 
workmen in the 

Gallery escaped down 
a shaft (8) and up to 

the Descending 
Corridor (9).
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Schematic Design of a Pyramid



The Great Pyramid of 
Cheops at Giza

One of the 80 remaining pyramids, the Great Pyramid of Cheops at Giza 
is the largest stone structure in the world. 

Supplies
• 2,300,000 limestone blocks, 
each weighing an average of 2 ½ 
tons
• Copper and stone cutting tools
• Barges to float blocks from the 
quarry on the east side of the 
Nile to the west bank
• Log rollers, temporary brick 
ramps, wooden sledges to haul 
stone to the construction site
• White limestone facing to 
surface the finished 480 foot tall 
pyramid

Labour
• 4,000 construction workers to 
move blocks weighing 15 tons

Estimated Completion Time
• 23 years (a person’s average 
life span was 35)

What did 
they need 
to build 

it?



• The sphinx appears to have 
started in Egypt in the form of a 
sun god. The Egyptian sphinx is 
usually a head of a king wearing 
his headdress and the body of a 
lion. 

• The Great Sphinx is to the 
northeast of Chephren's Valley 
Temple. Where it sits was once a 
quarry. Chephren's workers 
shaped the stone into the lion 
and gave it their king's face 
over 4,500 years ago. 

• The sphinx is built of soft 
sandstone and would have 
disappeared long ago had it not 
been buried for so long. The body 
is 200 feet (60m) in length and 65 
feet (20m) tall. 

The 
Great 
Sphinx



Sculpture
Sculptures had a very specific purpose during the Egyptian period.  The Egyptians 

believed that sculptures acted as stone substitutes for the bodies of the 
deceased pharaohs.  The purpose of sculpture was for the “KA” (meaning “soul”) 

to enter the sculpture to ensure a safe trip to the afterlife.

How has Egyptian sculpture been 
described?

Q:

A: STATIC, very CUBIC, and 
CONSTRAINED

Mycerinus and his Queen
Greywacke (grey stone)

c.2530 BCE 
     4 feet 67/8 inches (139.5 cm) 

• It nearly always echoes in its form the shape of the 
stone cube or block that it was carved from

• The front of almost every statue is the most 
important part and the figure sits or stands facing 
strictly to the front



Queen Nefertiti 
Painted Limestone

1345 BCE
50 cm tall

• Nefertiti was the Great Royal Wife of the 
Egyptian Pharaoh Amenhotep IV (later 
Akhenaten). 

• Her name roughly translates to "the 
beautiful (or perfect) woman has 
come". 

• Nefertiti is best remembered for the painted 
limestone bust (just the head and neck) depicting 
her. Many consider it one of the greatest 
works of art of the pre-modern world. 

• Ancient Egyptian sculptures were often 
painted in vivid hues.



•  Sculptures and 
paintings followed a rigid 
formula for representing the 
human figure

•  In stone carvings the human 
form is depicted with a 
front view of the eye and 
shoulders and a side view 
(profile) of the head, arms, 
and legs

•  In wall paintings, the surface 
is divided into a “grid” 
system

•  The broad-shouldered, 
narrow-hipped  figure wears 
a headdress and kilt, and 
stands rigidly with arms at 
his side and one leg in front

“Ancient Egyptian Canon of 
Human Proportions” Panel of Hesire 

Depicting 

the Human Figure



Painting
Paintings during this period were often found in tombs.  The paintings told 
the story of the deceased person and were, like sculptures, a place for the 

“KA” to enter to ensure a safe trip to the afterlife.

From the tomb painting in the Valley of 
the Nobles: “Nakht and his Wife”
Natural Pigments on Stone Wall

New Kingdom Period (c.1550-2070 BCE)

• The Egyptians used the grid system to 
depict the human body in this painting

• This is part of a larger tomb painting 
depicting a fishing and hunting scene

• The SIZE of figures depicted their 
social rank.  

• Gods and Pharaohs were the largest 
and slaves were the smallest. Children 
were often depicted naked.


