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My second independent project is an acrylic painting with an elephant added that 

is made from cardboard and aluminum foil. The main medium I used was acrylic paint, 

which was applied to both the background and the foil elephant. In the background 

vertical, structural lines are used. The lines are very straight and thick, contrasting 

against each other in colour (a dark red and a blue/orange mix). The lines in the 

background also create a lot of texture. The actual texture is created through the 

smooth and bumpy piles of acrylic paint. The colours in both the foreground and the 

background vary in hue, but are all intense, bright colours. The colours used are mostly 

primary and secondary colours accompanied by a tint of white in certain areas of the 

background. The shape of the elephant in the foreground is organic and natural.  There 

is also an irregular pattern created in the animal print that is painted onto the elephant. 

The subject matter is a single African elephant.  The elephant is faceless and flat, 

not giving the embodiment or personality of a real elephant. The design is 

asymmetrically balanced; both sides are not identical but each end of the elephant 

leads off of the canvas giving a sense of balance to each side. The emphasis is clearly 

on the centre where the elephant is placed, as it takes up a large area of the canvas 
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and is also the only identifiable object within this piece. The three-dimensional elephant 

covered in foil contrasts with the abstract-painted background. Contrast is one of the 

main principles of my piece and is found in many aspects of the image. Firstly, the 

background uses division lines of blue and orange that form a temperature contrast. 

These colours also contrast in their intensity against the dark red/brown tones also 

found in the background. Secondly, the elephant itself contrasts against the rest of the 

canvas since it is three-dimensional and shiny against a two-dimensional flat surface. 

The pattern used on the elephant is a layered effect of animal prints, which are made up 

of organic shapes that can be found in nature. The prints are painted in the colours of 

many African flags, as it was the continent I focused on for this independent project, but 

specifically they relate to three dominant colours on the South African flag.

 My work is meant to speak out about the issue of poaching elephants for their 

ivory in Africa. The elephant in my artwork is meant to be “faceless” as a representation 

of all the elephants in Africa which have been killed for their ivory. The animal print of 

other animals is on the elephant because many animals are also killed for their furs, yet 

this issue is not as prominent as the poaching of elephants. This idea connects to my 

central theme of ‘the bad within the good of countries’; South Africa has many beautiful 

aspects such as its animals and the culture and traditions the people possess, yet one 

of their many pressing issues, representing the bad, would be the poaching of animals. 

This idea also relates to many political topics facing Africa as a whole. In recent years, 

hunters have been involved in mass killings, including a mass slaughter in a National 

Park in Cameroon in 2012 which killed hundreds, if not thousands of elephants by using 
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automatic weapons (National Geographic News).  Between 2010 and 2012, there were 

100 000 elephants illegally killed by poachers, almost half of those (41 000) being done 

in South Africa (National Geographic News). This huge scale loss of a mammal is said 

to decrease genetic diversity; elephants are an important part of the African ecosystem 

and with this loss it will kill off many other small animals (National Geographic News).

 

Successful parts to this art piece would firstly be my application of media, 

specifically the texture used in the background. The contrasting of the lines turned out 

how I had envisioned and the texture helps to add to the contrast I was wanting to 

display.   Another success I found was the overall appearance of the elephant. The use 

of colours to represent South Africa and the use of the elephant as an important symbol 

were important to my overall message and theme. Also, the piece itself successfully 

communicates a key issue in Africa and communicates my theme effectively. One area 

that I could improve on would be my planning. More planning would have helped to 

improve the effectiveness of my composition and potentially could have helped me to 

communicate other issues in Africa. The application of the aluminum foil to the 

cardboard was difficult and I wish I could have improved the appearance of the edges 

around the cardboard cut-out. I could also expand on this work as a future 

improvement.  It would be nice to create a series of same-sized canvases that feature 

the various African animals that are also currently at risk. 
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