
ARTISTS  
WORKING WITH TEXT



CALLIGRAPHY
Calligraphy originated in the East 
and became popular in the West.


Illuminated Letters (left) feature 
colours, patterns and images 
inside of letters.


Calligraphy continues to flourish 
in the forms of wedding and 
event invitations, typography 
(font design), original hand-
lettered logo design, religious 
art, announcements, graphic 
design and memorial 
documents.



CALLIGRAPHY



ROBERT INDIANA

Indiana's best known image is the word love in upper-case letters, 
arranged in a square with a tilted letter O. This image, first created 
for a Christmas card for the Museum of Modern Art in 1964, was 

made into a US postage stamp in 1973.



APPROPRIATION OF “LOVE”

Canadian activist artists “General Idea” 
appropriated the work to spell “AIDS”



Kruger combines found images 
from advertising with text.

BARBARA KRUGER



GRAFFITI ART

Graffiti artists often combine text with graphics to create 
a unified composition and personal style.



BANKSY

Banksy uses text combined with images in public spaces 
to express a message.



DESIGNING A PERSONAL
MONOGRAM

a motif of two or more letters, typically a 
person's initials, usually interwoven or 
otherwise combined in a decorative design, 
used as a logo or to identify a personal 
possession

“
”



A monogram is a motif made by overlapping or combining two or 
more letters or other graphics to form one symbol. 


Monograms are often made by combining the initials of an individual 
or a company & are used as recognizable symbols or logos.



An individual's monogram is often a very fancy piece of art that 
adorns luggage, clothing, stationary, accessories, etc...



http://www.1stwebdesigner.com/awesome-typography-examples/

TYPOGRAPHY
The style and 
appearance of printed 
matter. 
The art or procedure of 

arranging type or 
processing data and 
printing from it.

“

”



ON YOUR ARTBAG…

• Text of either your first and/or last name OR 

your initials 

• Imagery incorporated into the design that 

represents who you are  (hobbies, interests, 
talents, style, etc…)


*** Use the Rough Sketches Planning Templates 
to brainstorm your ideas!


