
The Principles of Design



The Elements of Art REVIEW
The elements of art are the “ingredients” you use to create a work of art.

Each of the 

elements works 

together with 

other elements 

to form 

interesting works 

of art.

Line

•There are structural lines (hard, straight) and expressive lines (free-flowing).

•Lines intensity- bold or thin
Shape/Form

•Shapes can be geometric (squares, circles, triangles) or organic (free-flowing).

•Forms are 3-D.  They can be natural (rocks) or geometric (buildings).

Colour

•Primary: (red, blue, yellow).  Secondary: (green, orange, purple)

•Warm colours: (red, orange, yellow).  Cool colours: (blue, green, purple)

•Complementary: Colours across from each other on the colour wheel.

•Analogous: A family of 3 or 4 colours beside each other on the wheel.

•Monochromatic: One colour (all of the tints, shades and tones).

Value

•The degree of lightness or darkness of a colour

•Shade (hue+black), Tone (hue+gray), Tint (hue+white)

Texture

•Actual Texture: Real texture you can feel (Example: fur)

•Simulated Texture: A careful copy of texture to create the illusion of real texture 

(Example: drawing of a cat’s fur)
Space

•Creating the illusion of depth on a 2-D surface.

•One point perspective: all objects recede to a single vanishing point

•Overlapping objects
•Atmospheric Perspective: Light colours in the background.  Intense colours in   

the foreground.



The Principles 
refer to 

COMPOSITIO
N 

in art.  They are 

how you 

ARRANGE the 

elements!



occurs when the art elements are arranged to create a 

feeling of stability in a work… 

When each half of a work visually equals what is located on 
the other half of the work

There are three types of BALANCE: 
symmetric, asymmetric & radial

aBal nce



ASYMMETRIC – a way of 
organizing the elements so that one side 
differs from the other without destroying 
the overall harmony.  A work designed 
this way will appear to have equal VISUAL 
weight.

RADIAL – all lines and shapes lead 
to the middle of the work, with the focus 
in the center. A radially balanced painting 
or design is also symmetrically balanced.  
Eg. A snowflake is radially balanced. As 
are a bicycle wheel and most flowers.

                                                                                SYMMETRIC – a way of                    
organizing the elements of design so that 
one side of the work is the MIRROR image 
of the other.   This draws your eye to the 
center of the picture.



Contrast 
Combining the elements of art to stress the 

difference between those elements
 



Value Contrast— a black and 
white drawing

Intensity Contrast— 
pure colour (full intense red) 
next to a muted colour (green 
mixed with red)

Temperature Contrast
— Warm and cool colours

Size Contrast— The small people 
emphasize the huge size of the buildings



Combining the elements of art to create a center of 

interest (focal area)

In other words, artists use emphasis to make 

certain parts of their art work stand out 
and grab the attention of  the viewer

Emphasis



DYNAMIC THIRDS – this is a method used to help an 
artist determine where the best place to put emphasis, the 
center of interest, without placing the focus in the dead 
center of the picture.

1.  Take any given size of rectangle
2.  Divide all sides into three equal parts
3.  The ideal location for the object that the artist wishes to emphasize will 

occur at any of the four points where these lines intersect.



Movement
refers to the way that our eyes move 

through an artwork OR actual movement & 
recorded movement can occur in art



Compositional Movement
Movement to the focal area is felt when outer 
shapes of a drawing or painting are simple and 
large, and the focal area is detailed and busy.  
Our eyes naturally move from simple to 
complex areas.

Actual 
Movement
In some designs, 
such as mobiles, 
actual movement is 
present.

Recorded Movement
In some artworks, such as a photo of a horse 
jumping over a fence, movement is recorded by 
the work.



Pattern
occurs when the elements happen again and 

again in exactly the same way, therefore, patterns are 
by nature, repetitive

PATTERN is like wallpaper where the same image is 
repeated again and again. 

Repetition and pattern may be easily confused.  



Regular Pattern
Example: Wallpaper

Radial Pattern
Example: The inside of an orange when 
cut in half

Irregular/ Random Pattern
Example: Parts are repeated, but do not 
seem planned



Rhythm
Also called REPETITION refers to a way 

of combining the elements of art so that the 
same elements are used over and over again. 

Example:  a circle may be used more than once 
in a drawing but the circles may be different 

sizes, colours, positions, etc…



Irregular Rhythms are often 
seen in nature with things like trees, 
clouds and flowers.  A city’s skyline is 
also irregular because buildings and 
spaces are different.

Regular Rhythm is planned by 
an artist, crafts person, or builder.  The 
vertical boards in picket fences create 
regular rhythms because the boards 
and spaces are the same.



Line Repetition:

Shape Repetition:

Colour Repetition:



Unity in a work of art or design gives a feeling 

of ‘oneness’, a feeling that everything works 
together to make a unified whole.

Unity is achieved by the effective use of the elements 
and principles of art.

Variety
Adds INTEREST... It is the use of several of the 

elements of art to hold the viewer’s attention and to guide 
his/her eye through the work.



MOVEMENT – movement 
of the eye to all parts of 
the composition

BALANCE – asymmetric, 
but balanced

REPETITION – of shape, 
line, colour, texture, space

SHAPE – the overlapping 
of objects/shapes in a 
composition

{elements of art}

{principles of design}


