
MEDIEVAL 
ART

THE MIDDLE AGES
The medieval art of the Western World covers a vast 

scope of time and place, over 1000 years of art history 
in Europe. 

Medieval art can also be found in other parts of the 
world such as the East and Middle East. 



Gothic ART
1140-1500 CE

(mid 12th Century-End of 15th Century)

Gothic Art is the style of art produced in Northern 
Europe from the middle ages up until the beginning of the 

Renaissance. 

Typically rooted in religious devotion, it is especially known for the 
distinctive arched design of its churches, its stained glass, and its 

illuminated manuscripts.



Gothic Architecture

Notre Dam Cathedral, 1163, Paris, 
France, Stone & Stained Glass.

• The Notre Dame Cathedral Paris or 
Notre Dame de Paris ('Our Lady of 
Paris' in French) is a Gothic cathedral 
in Paris, France.

• Notre Dame Cathedral is widely 
considered one of the finest examples 
of French Gothic architecture in the 
world.

• The Notre Dame Cathedral was one of 
the first Gothic cathedrals, and its 
construction spanned the Gothic 
period. 

• Its sculptures and stained glass show 
the heavy influence of naturalism, 
unlike that of earlier Romanesque 
architecture, and it was one of the first 
cathedrals to use flying buttresses as 
supports.

Notre Dam



Gothic Cathedrals

•  Emphasized verticality

•  Great expanses of stained glass windows and rose windows

•  Inventive sculptural detail such as gargoyles 

•  Ribbed Vaults

•   Pointed Spires 

•  Flying Buttresses

•  Pointed Arches

Gargoyles were used as rain 
spouts and to ward of evil 

spirits!

Key Features of Gothic Cathedrals:



Pointed Spires
Ribbed vaults

Rose Window

Flying Buttress

Pointed Arch



• Flying buttresses (which were attached to the 

side of the building and took the weight of the roof) 
allowed large chunks of the walls to 
be taken away, leaving enormous 
bays available for windows.

Stained Glass Windows
Gothic architecture had a profound influence on 

stained glass windows… 

Rose Window:

Represents wholeness, the Virgin 
Mary (known as the mystical rose) and 
Jesus are found at the center of most 
rose windows



Gothic  Sculpture
• Represents Moses (a religious figure 

from the Christian Bible)

• This sculptural style contained greater 
realism and better proportion than in 
Romanesque sculpture (period before)

• It seems to reach out into the negative 
space creating a strong 3-dimensional 
feel

• Sculptures from this period are often 
described as “long & lean”, or stretched 
to fit the height of the cathedral

• Sculptural figures grow so large and 
expansive that they overpower the 
architectural framework that they are 
supposed to be decorating

Why are there horns on Moses?

The horns on his head are 

typical in medieval art--a 

mistranslation of the Bible 

for "rays" of light. It is 
written that 

Moses shone brightly w
hen he cam

e down 

from Sinai aft
er he had been given the Tables of 

Law. St Jerome tran
slated the Hebrew verb for 

shine, similar to
 the word 'geren' (horn).

Claus Sluter, Well of Moses, 1395-1406, 
marble



• Giotto is one of the early "great" 
pa in ters o f F lorence , I ta ly 
because he revived  the art of 
painting

• For the first time since Roman art 
artist tried to paint natural looking 
images

• This painting was done using the 
“fresco technique” (paint applied 
to a wall spread with fresh 
plaster)

• In this painting, he paints a 
religious scene with realistic 
figures, actions and emotions

• T h e c o m p o s i t i o n i s 
asymmetrically balanced to draw 
your eye to the emphasized 
figure- Christ dying

Gothic  Painting

Giotto di Bondone. Lamentation Pieta. 
c.1305. Fresco. Scovengi Capel, Padua, Italy



• An illuminated manuscript is a 
manuscript in which the text 
is supplemented by the 
addition of decoration or 
illustration, such as decorated 
i n i t i a l s , b o r d e r s a n d 
miniatures. 

• T h e m a j o r i t y o f t h e s e 
manuscripts are of a religious  
nature. However, especially 
from 13th century onward, an 
increasing number of secular 
texts were illuminated.

• P u r p o s e s :  R e l i g i o u s , 
education, and literacy.

Illuminated Manuscripts



• In Southeast Asia, what is now 
known as Cambodia, the 
Khmer empire was established 
during the 12th and 13th 
centuries

• Each Khmer ruler constructed 
his own giant national temple, 
or “wat” to show his divine 
(godly) image

• The greatest examples of god-
king temples are Angkor Wat 
and the Tower of Bayon at 
Angkor Thom

• The temple reflects a strong 
Hindu influence

Medieval Art in the EAST

Tower of Bayon, Angkor Thom, 12-13th centuries, 
Cambodia, stone.

• Many of the walls are decorated with 
images from Hindu mythology HINDUISM: The philosophical, religious 

and cultural systems that are indigenous 
to the Indian subcontinent



• Topkapi was the primary 
residence of the Ottoman 
Sultans (rulers of the Empire that 
controlled countries surrounding the 
Mediterranean) for approximately 
400 years

• Over the years, each Sultan 
that repaired a portion of the 
Topkapi Palace did it 
according to his own style or 
the architectural style 
prevalent at the time

• Rooms in the palace feature 
Arabic calligraphy on the 
walls, wall tiles, geometrically 
traced windows, and colourful 
patterned carpets

Medieval Art in the Middle East- 
Islamic Art

Topkapi Palace (interior), begun 1462, Istanbul, Turkey, 
Glass mosaics with gold leaf details.

• Sculptures of humans or gods are prohibited 
in the Islam religion

ISLAM: Is a religion written in the Qur’an 
and that originated in the Middle East


