
The art of photomontage started just after the 
first World War, but the manipulation of 

photographs already had a history going back to 
the invention of photography in the mid 19th 

century…

PHOTO MONTAGE
Photomontage is the process of making a 
composite picture (a new picture/scene) by 

cutting and joining a number of photographs. 



Victorian Era  

German Postcard  
Anon  
1902 

• Artists in the Victorian era 
(19th century) experimented 
with direct contact printing 
of objects placed on 
photographic plates, double 
exposures, and composite 
pictures made by darkroom 
masking techniques. 

• Victorians soon discovered 
the amusement to be had 
from postcards of the wrong 
head stuck on a different 
body, or the creation of 
strange or impossible 
creatures.



after World War 1

• It was not until the 
revolutionary times following 
World War 1 that artists began 
to see the use of montage as 
a truly new art form. 

• The centre of this explosion of 
creativity was Berlin, where a 
group of artists calling 
themselves Dada were 
looking for a new means of 
expression: an art form that 
could be used to protest the 
war and other political issues 
of the period.

  Of the Berlin group, John 
Heartfield remains the best 

known and revered as a result of 
his single-minded devotion to 
anti-Nazi political activism.



• The image was made in 1932, one year 
later Adolf Hitler would become 
chancellor and take Germany into World 
War II (1939). 

• Heartfield's images were Anti-Nazi - he 
used art to warn of the terrors to come. 

• This photomontage would have been 
created without the use of Photoshop. A 
combination of cut and paste 
techniques, rephotographing and 
burning & dodging darkroom work were 
used to piece together the work. 

• You don't have to be able to speak 
German to read the montage. Hitler is 
portrayed as being greedy for power 
and money. Combined with the title, we 
are left with a powerful Anti Fascist 
message. John Heartfield  

Adolph The Superman Swallows 
Gold and Spouts Junk 

1932  

after World War 1



• The next great revival in the use of montage 
in Europe was connected with the politics 
of the anti-nuclear movement of the 
1980s.  

• Much of the imagery at this time was 
designed for banners and for 
demonstrations in order to produce a very 
graphic means of communication.

1980’s   

Peter Kennard  
Defended To Death  

1982 

Peter Kennard was 
dissatisfied with 
painting's lack of 

immediacy. He took up 
photomontage for its 

ability to show the 
"unrevealed truth" 
behind the image.



The history of the "cut-up" started 
with the still image and cinema, but 
since those days the field has 
expanded to include text, sound, and 
digital montage using graphics 
programs like Adobe Photoshop
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Japnese artist 
Yasumasa 
Morimura borrows 
images from 
western historical 
artists and inserts 
his face into the 
pictures.  His 
work comment on 
the differences 
between Eastern 
and Western 
cultures.

Yasumasa Morimura Portrait (Futago) (futago means "twin"), 1988.

Manet, Olympia, oil on canvas, 1865.



Yasumasa Morimura  Self-Portraits: An Inner Dialogue 
with Frida Kahlo, digital photomontage, 2001

Frida Kahlo, Self-portrait with 
Thorn Necklace and 

Hummingbird, oil on canvas,1940



http://www.d-log.info/timeline/index.html
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