
The Art of Ancient 
Greece

Major Periods:
Archaic (700-480 BCE)- Art becomes more decorative. Examples: Kouros 
stone figures and vase paintings.

Classical (480- 323 BCE)- Emphasis on key ideals: beauty, harmony. Peak 
of Greek art and architecture.  Examples:  Discobolos and The Parthenon.

Hellenistic (323-146 BCE)-  Sculpture reaches its peek with intense 
drama and drapery.  Example: Winged Victory.

* Greek culture was unique- they believed in anthropomorphic 
gods (human-like figures with special abilities, i.e. Zeus).



Greek Vase  Paintings
•  Vase paintings told stories about 
gods and heroes of Greek mythology 
as well as contemporary subjects 
such as warfare and drinking parties

•  The earliest vase design (c. 800 
BCE) was called the “Geometric 
Style” because the figures and 
ornaments were primarily made up 
of geometric shapes

•  The later, Archaic Period was the 
great age of vase painting. Black 
forms stood out against the reddish 
clay background and vice versa.  The 
artist would scratch in details with a 
needle to expose the red beneath

•  Purpose?

- Used as Grave Markers

Title: Achilles and Penthesileia by 
Exekias

Period: Ancient Greek, Archaic

Artform: Painting

Medium: Paint & Needle on Clay



Greek Sculpture
•  The Greeks invented the nude in art.  
The ideal proportions of their statues 
represented the perfection of both body 
(through athletics) and mind (through 
intellectual debate)

•  The Greeks sought to bring together 
two poles (opposites) of human 
behaviour- passion and reason

• The male nude form was considered 
the ideal human body

•  Many Greek sculptures were 
influenced by the discovery of the 
principle of weight shift- called 
“contrapposto”- in which the weight of 
the body rested on one leg, with the 
body (hips) twisted, giving the illusion 
of a figure in motion

* Sculpture developed from 
the very stylized 

“kouros” (standing male) of 
the Archaic Period, to the 

idealized forms of the Classic 
Period

“KOUROS”= Archaic Period “DISCOBOLOS”= Classical Period



Title: Kouros from Tenea

Period: Ancient Greek, Archaic

Artform: Sculpture

Medium: Marble

* Kouros (pl. Kouroi)- an Archaic Greek statue of a standing nude youth. The 
Archaic Greek statues of clothed maidens are known as "korai" (sing.- kore).

•  The Greek Kouros was always a 
free-standing sculpture depicting a 
youthful male nude

•  All Kouroi stand in a rigid, stiff 
pose with their head held high, eyes 
to the front, and arms hanging down 
with hands in fists

•  The shape/form of the body 
emphasizes an athletic build

•  The pose of the Kouros shows an 
Egyptian influence



Title: Discobolos
Period: Ancient Greek, Classical
Artform: Sculpture
Medium: Marble

•  Represents Greek Sculpture at its 
peak

•  The figure is life-like and in motion-the 
moment captured in the statue is an 
example of rhythmos, harmony and 
balance

• His pose is “contrapposto”

•  He in an athlete- an Olympic disc-
thrower

•  Discobolos represents the IDEAL 
human form- the body is very well 
proportioned and athletic

•  There is little emotion portrayed in 
the discus thrower’s face



Discobolos (right) in the National Museum of Rome.



* During the HELLENISTIC period, sculptors created dramatic 
and often violent images in bronze and marble.

• Depicts the winged goddess of 
victory 

• In Hellenistic art, the Gods become 
allegories (symbols) of love, death, 
wisdom, courage, etc…

• This sculpture is in a dramatic pose 

• The drapery (folds of fabric) are 
extremely detailed and realistic.  It 
appears as though she is in a gust of 
wind

• Her head and arms are missing but 
her right hand was found in 1950

Title: Nike of Samothrace (Winged 
Victory)

Period:  Ancient Greek, Hellenistic

Artform: Sculpture

Medium: Marble



Winged Victory on display in the Louvre, Paris.



Greek Architecture
Title: The Parthenon, Acropolis, 
Athens, Greece.

Period: Ancient Greek, Classical

Artform: Architecture

Medium: Marble

• The Parthenon is an  example of a 
Doric temple built for the goddess 
Athena

• Greek temples were not designed 
for ritual.  Religious ritual was 
focused on the open-air alter where 
sacrifices were made to the gods, 
not in the temple which stood 
behind it

•  Built on the acropolis (= high city/ 
the “sacred rock”) that overlooks 
the city of Athens

• It was damaged in the 1600’s but 
still remains in its current state 
today.



The 
Parthenon is 
an example 

of Doric 
Architecture



Architectural Terms:

Appears along 
the top of the 

entablature and 
is decorated with 
relief sculptures

A support pillar 
that is decorated 

in either 3 
different styles 
called “Greek 

Orders”


